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In consonance with this spirit of patriotism
Mahatma Gandhi has therefore advocated Swa-
deshi (which literally means "belonging to one's
own country"). This principle of Swadeshi is
applied to the field of religion, politics and econo-
mics. He defines Swadeshi as "that spirit in us
which restricts us to the use and service of our
immediate surroundings to the exclusion of the
more remote/' The application of this principle
in the field of religion means that one should res-
trict oneself to one's ancestral religion. If it is
defective, the defects should be purged but there
is no need to change one's religion. In the domain
of politics, indigenous institutions should be
developed.

Similarly, in the field of economics people
should use only those things which are produced in
the immediate surroundings and thus support local
industries. India can regain its lost position by
revivifying its own religion, political institutions
and industries.1

It should, however, be made clear thatGandhi-
ji does not want to erect barriers around India to
resist cultural influence from outside. He only
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